Acute septic arthritis of the temporomandibular joint derived from otitis media: a report and review of the English and Japanese literature.
Septic arthritis of the temporomandibular joint (SATMJ) is an extremely rare disease with characteristic features of preauricular pain, swelling, redness, and malocclusion. The present report describes a case of SATMJ derived from otitis media, which resulted in a good outcome. We also reviewed the English and Japanese literature with special interest in etiology. It is generally agreed that contiguous or distant infection and trauma are common etiological factors of SATMJ. So far, these etiological factors are mainly discussed based on hypotheses rather than sufficient evidence. Therefore, in many past cases, accurate causes were not identified. To our knowledge, our case is the third report of SATMJ following otitis media. In addition, this is the first case in which the pathogenic bacterium responsible for the otitis media was the definite cause of the SATMJ. Cases of SATMJ are sometimes misdiagnosed with otitis media, and SATMJ derived from otitis media is extremely rare. Dentists and otolaryngologists should collaborate for the management of this disease as needed.